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 Infectious diseases are a group of medical conditions caused by infectious 

agents such as parasites, bacteria, viruses, or fungus. Patients who are 

undiagnosed may unwittingly spread the disease to others. Because of the 

transmission of these agents, epidemics, if not pandemics, are possible. Early 

detection can help to prevent the spread of an outbreak or put an end to it. 

Infectious disease prevention, early identification, and management can be 

aided by machine learning (ML) methods. The implementation of ML 

algorithms such as logistic regression, support vector machine, Naive Bayes, 

decision tree, random forest, K-nearest neighbor, artificial neural network, 

convolutional neural network, and ensemble techniques to automate the 

process of infectious disease diagnosis is investigated in this study. We 

examined a number of ML models for tuberculosis (TB), influenza, human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV), dengue fever, COVID-19, cystitis, and 

nonspecific urethritis. Existing models have constraints in data handling 

concerns such data types, amount, quality, temporality, and availability. 

Based on the research, ensemble approaches, rather than a typical ML 

classifier, can be used to improve the overall performance of diagnosis. We 

highlight the need of having enough diverse data in the database to create a 

model or representation that closely mimics reality. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Infection is characterized as the invasion of an organism within human body tissues by disease-

causing agents. It starts growing within the host and releases toxins. Infections are caused by infectious 

agents known as pathogens, which include bacteria, viruses, fungi, protozoa, and parasites. These parasites 

can consist of unicellular organisms like the malaria parasite and macro parasites like the worm’s cyst [1]. A 

disease can be infectious if the causing agent is a pathogen. An infectious disease, also known as 

transmissible disease or communicable disease, is an illness resulting from an infection. Pathogen 

reproduction in the host causes a variety of interferences, ranging from membrane rupture in viruses to the 

release of toxins in many bacterial diseases. These interfering signals activate molecular biological 

techniques to protect cells from intruders and warn them of potential threats. These infections can also 

modify pathways and cause long-term organ damage, such as lung tissue scarring resulting from immune 

hyperactivity. Thus, the same pathways intended to reduce and prevent this infection can have relatively long 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
mailto:ranjan301@gmail.com


                ISSN: 2302-9285 

Bulletin of Electr Eng & Inf, Vol. 11, No. 6, December 2022: 3509-3520 

3510 

implications. These pathogens can be transmitted to others either directly or indirectly. They can be 

influenced by various environmental factors such as infrastructure, land use changes, travel, and commerce, 

natural disasters, climate, war and conflict, and evolving technologies and industries. Table 1 summarizes the 

transmission of infectious diseases. 

 

 

Table 1. Infectious disease spread: direct person–to–person, indirect person-to-person, common vehicle 

spread, zoonosis, and vector-borne 
Direct person-to-person Indirect person-to-person Common vehicle spread Zoonosis Vector-borne 

− Sexual transmission 

− Needle injection 

− Skin-to-skin 

− Human bites 

− Perinatal mother to child transmission 

− Contaminated objects − Food borne, 

− Waterborne, 

− Fecal-oral 

− Animal 

bytes 

− Air borne 

− Blood 

borne 

− Mosquitoes, 

− Flies, 

− Fleas, 

− Ticks 

 

 

Infectious diseases are worldwide issues that are a major cause of death. Infectious disease detection 

and diagnosis are always a key concern in public health or the economy. Traditionally, this has been 

accomplished by tracing the factors, roots, or pathways of infectious agent transmission, and identifying 

patterns [2]. If an early diagnosis is not possible, serious complications or death may result. Epidemic 

diseases are an unexpected growth in the percentage of disease cases in a limited geographical area. It usually 

grows linearly. The World Health Organization declares a disease pandemic when the growth rate is 

exponential, and the disease spreads across countries. 

Artificial intelligence (AI) is a technique to create computer systems capable of learning "patterns”, 

AI has grown exponentially in the last decades, resulting in benefitting healthcare. Traditional and 

conventional diagnostic methods for the infectious disease include a sequence of symptom-based diagnoses 

followed by extensive identification of pathogens [3]. This consists of several pathological tests like blood, 

urine, sputum, and imaging techniques like ultrasounds, X-ray, computed tomography (CTs), and magnetic 

resonance images (MRIs). A patient needs to undergo multiple tests that help the doctor identify the causal 

organism. These methods are expensive, time-consuming, less sensitive, and labor extensive (require 

qualitative staff) as well. Machine learning (ML), in general, is a subset of AI that can learn from data and 

identify patterns without being programmed. It is accomplished by analyzing the existing data and making 

predictions based on what it has learned from previous experiences. It draws on a range of other disciplines, 

such as mathematics, statistics, and computer science. ML algorithms have been successfully applied along 

with the disciplines in several industries, including agriculture, healthcare, marketing, and finance [4]-[6]. 

Adopting AI techniques in detecting and diagnosing diseases outperforms the conventional approach to 

diagnosis [7]-[16]. With the latest enhancement in technologies, we can analyze the vast amount of health 

records and huge databases of images or genomic databases to detect diseases. AI-based diagnosis for 

infectious disease collects patients' symptoms, medical history, and profile. Then, a model is developed by 

implementing the ML algorithm, wherein: i) the descriptions of previously solved instances, i.e., data with 

the correct diagnosis, are loaded and ii) automatically derive medical diagnostic information for new 

examples. The derived model supports physicians in diagnosing new patients to enhance diagnostic speed, 

accuracy, and reliability or teaches students or non-specialist physicians how to diagnose patients with a 

specific diagnostic difficulty. This helps identify the hidden patterns that may contain secrets about the 

imminence of disease that we never knew [17]. This article highlights how ML algorithms can be used to 

diagnose the population with infectious diseases using primary clinical data, symptoms, and patient 

demographic details. Our main objective is to analyze various predictive models considering relevant features 

for the early diagnosis. 

 

 

2. MACHINE LEARNING TECHNIQUES 

ML is a field of AI that has been around for decades. The field has grown exponentially in the past 

few years, with new techniques developed daily. ML health therapies are divided into four areas: i) patient 

diagnostics; ii) patient morbidity or mortality risk assessment, iii) infectious disease outbreaks: prediction and 

monitoring, and iv) health management planning. The advanced techniques of AI make the diagnosis process 

more accurate and reliable, which improves the accuracy of diagnosis. ML techniques have become an 

integral and essential part of the field of diagnosis due to the ability of disease detection. 

Technology advancement has incremented the available health data exponentially. Data used in the 

system is stored and accessed securely [18]. The big data community is a social system where large amounts 

of healthcare data are shared and processed collaboratively by community members. The objective of the 
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community is to improve the quality and efficiency of healthcare by making use of the latest data-processing 

and analysis tools. The healthcare industry is one of the most data-rich industries in the world. In today’s 

scenario, healthcare providers and consumers contribute an overwhelming amount of data. The significant 

way of data collection, organization, and analysis significantly improve healthcare delivery, and considerable 

significant challenges of electronic health records (EHR) data models are missing values, reasons behind 

these missing values, data model validity, the need for various types of data, and operational feasibilities 

[19]. Pandey and Janghel [17] have discussed different ML techniques for EHR data predicting diseases’ 

onset. Cruz and Wishart [7], Chandru and Seetharam [20] highlighted the practice of testing a model with 

multiple machine-learning techniques and using techniques such as robust feature selection and adequate data 

size to improve models for routine clinical procedures and hospital settings. This study emphasizes that 

various ML techniques have been effective in predicting infectious diseases. We reviewed several ML 

models for tuberculosis, malaria, flu, dengue, COVID-19, cystitis, nonspecific urethritis, and other diseases. 

 

2.1.  Logistic regression 

Logistic regression (LR) is a statistical technique used to model the relationship between one or more 

categorical explanatory variables and a continuous response variable. Sigmoid function converts the independent 

variable (X) into an expression of probability between 0 and 1 concerning the dependent variable (Y). 

 

𝑦 =
1

1 + 𝑒−𝑥
 

 

Where: 𝑒 =  𝐸𝑢𝑙𝑒𝑟’𝑠 𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑡 

Ruano-ravina et al. [21] have been used to analyze the relationship between cigarette smoking and 

death from lung cancer.  

 

2.2.  K-nearest neighbor 

K-nearest neighbor (KNN) is a supervised ML algorithm capable of performing both classifications 

and regression tasks using numbers (K) of neighbors (instances). It finds the k most similar observations to 

each query point and assigns the average of their outcomes as the predicted value [22]. KNN algorithm is 

used in developing different disease diagnosis models [23]. 

 

2.3.  Support vector machine 

Support vector machine (SVM) learns a representation of all data points such that separate 

labels/categories are divided or separated by a clear gap, which is as large as possible. The algorithm finds 

the optimal hyperplane that separates the clusters/classes. The vectors near the hyperplane support vectors 

[24]. Let training set {(𝑥𝑖, 𝑦𝑖)} 𝑖 = 1. . 𝑛, 𝑥𝑖𝑅𝑑, 𝑦𝑖  {−1, 1} be separated by a Hyperplane with margin ρ 

then distance from example xi to the separator is,  

 

𝑟 =
𝑤𝑇𝑥𝑖 + 𝑏

‖𝑤‖
 

 

commonly used SVM algorithms are the support vector regression, least squares SVM, and successive 

projection algorithm-SVM [4]. SVMs are widely used in pattern recognition and classification and have been 

effectively used in various real-world problems [25]-[27].  

 

2.4.  Decision tree 

A decision tree (DT) displays all possible scenarios (i.e., decisions) and outcomes (i.e., results) by:  

i) splitting the dataset into two groups, either based on the value of an attribute or randomly and then, 

ii) comparing the two groups to identify the best split point, iii) step i) and ii) is done until all of the data 

points have been categorized. Few algorithms to build a DT are classification and regression trees (CART), 

iterative dichotomiser (ID), and C4.5, chi-squared automatic interaction detection (CHAID) [28]. DTs are 

used to make decisions, classify objects, predict outcomes, and analyze data [29]. DTs are employed in 

medicine for disease diagnosing and drug discovery [30]. 

 

2.5.  Naive Bayes 

A Naive Bayes (NB) classifier is a probabilistic classifier that uses Bayes' theorem with some 

simplifications as its foundation. The label, it is assumed that the features are conditionally independent in NB 

classifier [31]. NB has been applied to medical diagnosis, spam-filtering, and weather forecasting [6], [32]. 
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2.6.  Neural networks 

Neural network (NN) algorithms are inspired by the structure of the human brain and are made up of 

layers of neurons. These neurons are arranged in layers: input layers, hidden layers, and output layers. These 

channels are assigned with weight and bias (some numerical value). The summation of the product of inputs 

and corresponding weights are calculated: 

 

sum =  ∑ 𝑥𝑖𝑤𝑖

𝑛

𝑖=1

+ 𝑏 

 

this computed value is sent as input to the neurons in the hidden layers. The calculated value is then passed to 

the threshold function to activate a neuron. 

 

y = 𝑓( ∑ 𝑥𝑖𝑤𝑖

𝑛

𝑖=1

+ 𝑏) 

 

Few standard NN are artificial (ANN), convolutional (CNN), and recurrent (RNN). In ANN [33], a 

series of neurons are interconnected by feed-forward and back-propagation forms. CNN uses a variation of 

multi-layer perceptron [34]. ANN models have huge hardware dependency. However, the CNN model does 

not encode the object's position and orientation and needs a lot of training data to work efficiently. These 

networks can be trained to recognize visual patterns, including voice, handwriting, and image recognition 

[27], [35]-[40]. As a result, modern NNs are significantly more potent than their predecessors. 

 

2.7.  Ensemble techniques  

Ensemble in ML techniques combines several base models to provide one optimal predictive 

model/learners that help to improve the result. 

a. Bagging  

It creates several copies of the training data and then trains a separate classifier on each copy. The 

predictions made by these classifiers are then combined to produce a final prediction. 

b. Boosting 

It is a sequential algorithm that works by constructing a series of homogenous weak classifiers, each 

of which is designed to correct the errors made by the previous classifier. The first model is trained on the 

entire dataset, and the second model is on the first model’s predictions. The final classifier is the combination 

of all the weak classifiers. 

c. Stacking 

Stacking ensemble algorithm functions by constructing heterogeneous weak classifiers (base model) 

and using a meta-model. This meta-model learns to combine predictions of base models. In stacking, the 

combining mechanism is that the output of the classifiers (level 0 classifiers) will be used as training data for 

another classifier (level 1 classifier) to approximate the same target function. 

A random forest is a form of ensemble learning method comprising several decision trees, i.e., 

multiple classifiers. It is used for solving both classification and regression problems. Steps to build a random 

forest are: i) take input variables, ii) randomly select subsets of input variables as candidate inputs for each 

tree, iii) builds a tree with selected candidate predictors, iv) find the prediction from all of the trees in the 

forest, and v) compute the average of all predictions. It is utilized effectively when we need to predict an 

instance's class based on certain characteristics. A random forest can handle: numerical and categorical data, 

although it works best with continuous response variables. It's frequently combined with other methods like 

logistic regression, linear regression, and support vector machine [41]. 

 

 

3. METHOD  

For this review, we performed searches on online databases, including ScienceDirect, Scopus, 

PubMed, and Google Scholar. The following inclusion criteria were used: keywords, such as infectious 

diseases, tuberculosis (TB), influenza, human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), COVID-19, malaria, dengue, 

pneumonia, urinary tract infections (UTI), and bacterial colonies infection. In the document type, we 

included journal paper, conference proceedings, book, book chapter; search related to thematic areas, we 

included AI, ML, and deep learning.  

The following exclusion criteria were also used: not related to the diagnosis of diseases. Not 

belonging to the domain of ML, deep learning, or AI; not covering the year of publication between 2018 and 
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2022; not in the English language; not conclusive; not relevant. The initial search yielded 1,056 items. After 

applying inclusion criteria, 27 papers were selected for our studies. 

 

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

Data-driven approaches and decision-making systems are the two key points when ML and 

healthcare are combined for effective disease prediction and diagnosis. It is observed that 70.58% of research 

articles used SVM, 29.41% used ANN, 41.17% used random forest, 35.29% employed KNN and LR 

techniques, 23.52% used NB, DT and "boosting" ensemble method, and 5.88% used CNN techniques for 

infectious disease diagnostic models, as shown in Figure 1. Others ML techniques include J48,  

adaptive network based fuzzy inference system (ANFIS), long short-term memory (LSTM), and vector 

quantization (VQ). 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Distribution of ML techniques used in survey papers (in %) 

 

 

Fuhad et al. [42] have proposed an automatic model for malaria detection in blood smears. The 

author used medical images in his study and obtained an accuracy of 99.5 percent on 28×28 images using the 

Autoencoder-based training method. The proposed model is computationally impressive because it only 

requires 4,600 flops, whereas the previous model took over 19.6 billion flops. Tuberculosis is one of the 

world's leading causes of death. In 2016, there were 10.4 million new cases and 1.7 million deaths from 

tuberculosis. TB is an infectious disease caused by bacteria. It usually affects the lungs but can also affect 

other body parts. In the absence of proper treatment, this leads to a fatal disease. Transcription of patient 

sputum samples used for TB diagnosis is critical and time-consuming. The test results help determine the 

best course of treatment for the patient. There are two major limitations of the current process: time and cost 

of diagnosis. Osmor and Okezie [43] have proposed an efficient model for TB diagnosis using transcriptional 

signatures obtained from a patient blood sample. The model employs SVM and NB techniques to get higher 

accuracy using the weighted ensemble technique. 

The flu, also known as influenza, is a severe viral infection, and the diagnosis is complicated. 

Clinical diagnosis can be difficult due to the similarity of symptoms with other respiratory illnesses like 

asthma, pneumonia, and other viral diseases such as the common cold. Based on the patient's signs and 

symptoms, Marquez and Barron [44] have developed a model for intelligent influenza diagnosis. Their study 

employed a dataset of 3,346 samples from Mexico's National System of Epidemiological Surveillance 

(SINAVE) with 1,484 controls and 1,862 cases. To partition the total samples into training and testing sets, 

the author used a 5-fold cross-validation procedure. The findings reveal that SVM outperforms other models 

in terms of accuracy (0.9524), sensitivity (0.9715), and specificity (0.9285). Other ML techniques are 

multilayer perceptron (MLP), C-means, and VQ. However, the author found it difficult to establish the 

appropriate architecture while implementing the MLP technique, and the performance is slow. They 

emphasized the importance of working with multiple ML models with fewer signs and symptoms. 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented challenges to businesses and individuals across 

the globe. ML has been used to predict outbreaks, develop therapies, and create simulations to help decision-

makers. Zoabi et al. [45] have presented a ML-based (gradient boosting) model for predicting COVID-19 

diagnosis. The data was collected from the Israeli Ministry of Health. The proposed model works based on eight 

binary features: sex, age > 60 years, known contact with an infected individual and five basic clinical 

symptoms. The clinical symptoms include cough, fever, sore throat, shortness of breath, and headache. Yousif 

et al. [46] focused on the COVID-19 disease diagnostic system that combines the ML classification models with 

specific implementations of the LR, SVM, and extreme gradient boosting (XGBoost) techniques. The author 

has collected 300 samples from private laboratories in Iraq or Baghdad, where 87 cases are infected. XGBoost 

classier surpasses the competition with an overall accuracy of 0.87 and an F1 score of 0.91. However, the author 

suggested that the deep learning techniques on larger datasets potentially improve the model's overall 

performance. Muhammad et al. [47], have focused on COVID-19 prediction using a classification model in ML 

with the specific implementation of decision trees, logistic regression, NB, support vector machines, and 

artificial neural networks. They include a screening and epidemiology dataset of positive and negative COVID-

19 cases in Mexico City with a sample size of 263,007 and 41 features. Before creating the model, the 

correlation coefficient analysis was performed on the demographic and clinical reverse-transcriptase polymerase 

chain reaction (RT-PCR) features. The demographic details include age, sex, pneumonia, diabetes, asthma, 

hypertension, obesity, cardiovascular diseases (CVDs), chronic kidney diseases (CKDs), and tobacco. The 

accuracy of the decision tree model is 94.99%. This reveals that males who smoke tobacco with age above 45 

are more susceptible to SARS-CoV-2. The author obtained specificity of 93.34% and 94.3% for the SVM and 

NB models, respectively. Ensemble technique became state of art that produces better results than the existing 

models [48], [49]. Table 2 (see in Appendix) [23], [27], [32], [35]-[47], [50]-[61] summarizes reviewed articles 

on infectious disease diagnosis using various ML techniques. As ML techniques have shown their potential in 

medical systems, there is still sufficient potential to rise in various areas [14], [62]. 

 

4.1.  Data types 

Electronic health records (EHR) contain both structured and unstructured data types. Unstructured 

data includes various clinical notes, reports, discharge summaries, images, audio, and videos of patients. 

Structured data alone do not provide all of the information associated with clinical context. Unstructured data 

often provide additional, valuable information. However, utilizing these data involves complex and time-

consuming analytic operations and requires many manual efforts. Chen et al. [63] to predict cerebral 

infarction disease, the author created a CNN-based multimodal risk prediction algorithm. Three years of real-

world hospital data (2013-2015) were collected from the hospital, including patient demographic details, 

patient narration of illness, doctor's interrogation records, and medical history. The author also created three 

datasets- i) S-data: which contains only patient structure data, ii) T-data includes only textual data, and iii) 

S&T-data includes both S-data and T-data. They further developed a CNN-based unimodal disease risk 

prediction model for T-data and a CNN-based multimodal disease risk prediction model for S&T-data, as 

well as NB, KNN, DT, ML algorithms for the prediction of cerebral infarction on S-data. The author 

observed that cerebral infarction disease could be predicted with up to 94.80% accuracy based on the 

proposed CNN-based multimodal disease risk prediction model.  

 

4.2.  Data volumes 

There are enormous challenges in detecting and diagnosing multiple infectious diseases using ML 

techniques. The rapid and exponential increase in the data has found a challenge regarding prediction 

accuracy. Various ML algorithms help find the hidden pattern based on the patient's symptoms [18]. ML 

technique seeks attention from researchers, such as the adoption of unsupervised (clustering) and deep 

learning (neural network) model [8]. The rapid grow able nature of data and the requirement of maintaining 

the accuracy of detection and diagnosis of infectious diseases need such a hybrid system that can handle both 

the conditions. 

 

4.3.  Data quality and temporality 

Data temporality is the study of data that changes over time. This is a severe problem in disease 

diagnosis because each patient's data could have different timeframes and the quality of each dataset varies. 

For example, in the case of breast cancer, mammography screening changes over time for each woman. 

Studies show that the accuracy of mammography screening changes month-to-month based on age, 

mammogram use history, and even breast density. The rate at which data is collected, processed, and made 

available to the public varies by organization. This can lead to errors and disputes in diagnostic results 

because there are no checks on the quality of the data [52].  
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4.4.  Small size of dataset, sample size or validation-set 

In the context of ML, the "curse of dimensionality" is the issue of holding too many features and too 

fewer samples. One of the challenges in building ML models for infectious diseases is very few larger size 

samples available. Discovering patterns from a small dataset that is representative of the whole often leads to 

biased results [52]. There are only a few cases in the entire world, so there is not enough data to accurately 

predict when someone gets an infection. The size of the dataset may be small because there are only a few 

samples, or a lot of data is unavailable in the dataset. Including a smaller sample size produces a bias towards 

more severe infection. This does not provide a comprehensive and accurate analysis of the data. For example, 

for HIV [56], about 80 million people have been infected and are alive today. However, the data on their 

progression to acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) and death is not available. Therefore, any ML 

model trained on this data would be biased towards predicting AIDS in general and not just HIV. This is 

because of the limited information available in the dataset. The researchers needed to figure out how to get 

enough varied data into their database to build up a good initial representation or at least one that mirrors the 

real world as closely as possible. 

 

4.5.  Lack of models to deal directly with real-world data 

The most significant ML application is the diagnosis of infectious diseases. However, a key 

constraint in this field is the lack of models that deal directly with real-world data. The traditional modeling 

methods are not suitable for data with missing values, irregular spacing, and high-dimensional features. The 

majority of the current ML models are developed and evaluated either on artificially generated data or are 

experimental [11], [22], [43], [45], [55], [56]. In many cases, these models perform better than existing 

methods based on evaluation metrics such as accuracy and precision. However, the generalization of these 

models is often unknown as they have not been evaluated on datasets corresponding to the target disease. 

 

4.6.  Cost and time of diagnosis 

Infectious disease diagnosis is a challenging task for ML. There are several reasons for this: i) many 

infectious diseases have similar symptoms, making it difficult to differentiate between them, ii) the tests 

required to diagnose infection are expensive and time-consuming [43], iii) the data set used to train a ML 

algorithm is usually incomplete or inaccurate, and iv) the algorithm cannot account for all of the factors that 

contribute to a diagnosis. Disease diagnosis is one of the most expensive processes in healthcare. Even after a 

diagnosis has been made, finding a cure or appropriate treatment options takes years. This delays healing 

prolongs illness, and often leads to disability or death. A more pragmatic approach is needed to improve 

efficiency and reduce costs while tailoring treatments to individual patients based on their genetic makeup 

and personal medical history. The time and cost required for the diagnosis will depend on various factors, 

including the complexity of the disease, the accuracy and specificity of the ML algorithm, and the availability 

of data. Early detection and automated diagnosis have become important and necessary requirements.  

 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

Infectious diseases account for about one-sixth of all deaths worldwide and cause immense human 

suffering every year. It also imposes a significant economic burden. For example, in the United States, the 

centers for disease control and prevention (CDC) estimate that the overall cost of infectious diseases is more 

than $120 billion annually. This includes physician and clinical expenditures, prescription drug expenditures, 

and hospital expenditures. This is the biggest challenge in low-income countries where medical services are 

scarce. It takes days to get the results from a traditional lab test and costs money which many people do not 

have access to. The World Health Organization estimates only one infectious disease doctor per 100,000 in 

low-income country populations. The study's primary focus is on the use of datasets that exploit some 

primary clinical data, symptoms, and profiles of patients. The datasets are further analyzed using ML 

techniques for the early diagnosis of disease. The study found limitations in data handling issues. These 

include data types, volume, quality, temporality, and availability. ML provides several solutions to the 

problem of time and costs in diagnosing infectious diseases. Automated diagnostics can provide accurate 

results faster with a better diagnosis than what is possible with human labor. There is a need to explore access 

to medical care in developing countries. In this study, we review the recent advances in ML algorithms and 

focus on their potential for diagnosing infectious diseases. The study found that supervised ML techniques 

are widely used for diagnosis. To improve the overall performance of predictive model, ensemble techniques 

are being employed instead of a traditional ML classifier. 
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APPENDIX 

 

Table 2. Diagnosis of infectious diseases 
Paper/Ref. Disease ML techniques Types of data Sample size Performance 

[23] UTI KNN Structured NA 97.4% accuracy when applying the suggested 

value of k=6 

[27] Bacterial 
colonies 

infection 

Combination of 
Deep learning 

models (ResNet 

101 CNN 
architecture) & 

SVM 

Unstructured 
(Image) 

44,985 99.61% accuracy, 99.58% recall, 99.58% 
precision, and 99.97% specificity 

[32] Dengue 
Hemorrhagic 

Fever 

NB, SVM, RF Structured 213 NB: AUC=0.715, CA=0.698, F1 Score=0.743, 
Precision=0.775, Recall=0.71; SVM: 

AUC=0.512, CA=0.445, F1 Score=0.488, 

Precision=0.560, Recall=0.433; RF: 
AUC=0.898, CA=0.796, F1 Score=0.831, 

Precision=0.811, Recall=0.822 

[35] COVID–19, 
Pneumonia 

CNN Unstructured 
(Image) 

3,788 For multiclass classification (COVID-19, 
pneumonia, and normal), Accuracy=97.9% (loss 

of 0.052) and for binary classification (COVID-

19 and normal), Accuracy=99.8%, sensitivity= 
99.52%, specificity=100% (loss of 0.001) 

[36] Viral 

Pneumonia 

CNN Unstructured 

(Image) 

744 Training accuracy=91% and Training loss=0.63, 

Validation accuracy=81% and Validation 
loss=0.7108 

[37] COVID–19 CNN Unstructured 

(Image) 

2,905 accuracy of 97.44% and training accuracy of 

97.55%. 
[38] COVID-19 CNN Unstructured 

(Image) 

2,000 accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, F1-score, and 

area under curve (AUC) of 0.98, 0.97, 0.98, 

0.97, and 0.99 respectively 
[39] COVID-19 CNN Unstructured 

(Image) 

188 98.68% accuracy, 100% precision, and 100% 

specificity. 97.37%, 98.67%, and 98.68% for 

sensitivity, F-measure, and Gmean, respectively. 
[40] Tuberculosis Ensemble 

Technique 

Unstructured 

(Image) 

788 accuracy of 93.59%, sensitivity of 92.31% and 

specificity of 94.87% 

[42] Malaria Autoencoder, 
CNN-SVM, 

CNN-KNN 

Unstructured 
(Image) 

13,029 Image Size:(28,28), Autoencoder, F1 score: 
0.9951, Precision: 0.9929, Sensitivity: 0.9880, 

Specificity:0.9917 

Image Size:(32,3), Autoencoder, F1 score: 
0.9922, Precision: 0.9892, Sensitivity: 0.9952, 

Specificity:0.9917 

Image Size:(32,32), CNN-SVM, F1 
score:0.9918, Precision: 0.9921, Sensitivity: 

0.9916 

Image Size:(32,32), CNN-KNN, F1 
score:0.9928, Precision: 0.9911, Sensitivity: 

0.9923 

[43] Tuberculosis SVM, NB, 
Ensemble 

Techniques 

Structured 
(Genome) 

456 SVM: Accuracy, sensitivity and specificity of 
0.92, 0.98, and 0.66 respectively. NB: Accuracy, 

sensitivity and specificity of 0.87, 0.87 and 0.88 
respectively. Ensemble Techniques: Accuracy, 

sensitivity and specificity of 0.95, 0.94 and 0.95 

respectively. 

[44] Influenza SVM, C-Means, 

MLP, Vector 

quantization 

Structured 3,346 SVM: Accuracy, sensitivity and specificity of 

0.9412, 0.965, and 0.9029 respectively. MLP: 

Accuracy, sensitivity and specificity of 0.8557, 
0.919 and 0.8306 respectively. VQ: Accuracy, 

sensitivity and specificity of 0.7523, 0.785 and 

0.754 respectively.  
C-means: Accuracy, sensitivity, and specificity 

of 0.8038, 0.8162 and 0.7831, respectively. 

[45] COVID-19 Gradient boosting Structured 47,401 
patients 

(3,624 

positive) 

AUC of 0.862, auPRC (area under 
the precision-recall curve) of 0.66 with 95%, CI: 

0.647–0.678. 

[46] COVID-19 LR, XGBoost, 

SVM 

Structured 300 (87 

positive) 

LR: Accuracy=0.81 Sensitivity=0.96 

Specificity=0.42 F1-Score=0.88. SVM: 

Accuracy=0.82 Sensitivity=0.98 
Specificity=0.42 F1-Score=0.89. XGBoost 

classifier: Accuracy=0.87 Sensitivity=0.94 

Specificity=0.69 F1-Score=0.91 
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Table 2. Diagnosis of infectious diseases (continue) 

Paper/Ref. Disease ML Techniques 
Types of 

Data 
Sample Size Performance 

[47] COVID-19 LR, DT, SVM, 

NB, and ANN 

Structured 263,007 DT: Accuracy=94.99%, Sensitivity=89.2%, 

Specificity=93.22%. LR: Accuracy=94.41, 

Sensitivity=86.34, Specificity=87.34. NB: 
Accuracy=94.36, Sensitivity=83.76, 

Specificity=94.3. SVM: Accuracy=92.4, 

Sensitivity=93.34, Specificity=76.5. ANN: 
Accuracy=89.2, Sensitivity=92.4, Specificity= 

83.3 

[50] COVID-19 XGBoost Structured 413 patients Sensitivity of 92.5% and specificity of 97.9% 
[51] COVID-19 LR Structured 43,752 

surveys (498 

self-reported 
COVID-19 

positive) 

AUC of 0.737 

[52] COVID-19 ANN, CNN, 

RNN, CNN-

LSTM, and 

CNNRNN, and 
(LSTM selected) 

Structured 600 patients 

(80 positive) 

AUC of 62.50%, the accuracy of 86.66%, 

precision of 86.75%, recall of 99.42%, F1-score 

of 91.89% 

[53] COVID-19 J48, ANFIS 
(adaptive neuro-

fuzzy inference 

system), KNN, 
SVM, ANN, RF, 

LR and gradient 

boosting 

Structured 260 LR: observed as best model in terms of accuracy 
and F-measure by 1.4765% and 1.2782, 

respectively 

[54] Urinary 

Tract 

Infection 
(UTI) 

DT, SVM, RF, 

ANN 

Structured 59 

 

DT: Accuracy=93.22%, Sensitivity=95.55%, 

specificity=85.71%. SVM: Accuracy=96.61%, 

Sensitivity=97.77%, specificity=92.85. RF: 
Accuracy=96.61%, Sensitivity=95.55%, 

specificity=100%. ANN: Accuracy=98.30$, 

Sensitivity=97.77%, specificity=100%" 
[55] Tuberculosis LR, SVM, KNN, 

DT, RF, NN 

Structured 113 RF in terms of accuracy 0.7447 and 

specificity=0.7699. SVM in terms of 

Sensitivity=0.809 
[56] HIV Elastic Net, KNN, 

RF, SVM, 

XGBoost, and 
light gradient 

boosting (LGBT) 

algorithms. 

Structured 80,000 

 

XGBoost by F1 Score of 90% for gender = male 

and 92% for gender = female 

 

[57] Influenza SVM, KNN, RF, 

ANN 

Structured 9,548 RF in terms of accuracy 0.869 and 

specificity=0.9277; SVM in terms of 

Sensitivity=0.8211 
[58] COVID-19 RF, DT, SVM, 

KNN, and LR 

Structured 10,000 RF, DT, SVM, KNN, and LR with an accuracy 

of (0.88%, 0.88%, 0.87, 0.86, and 0.88%) 

respectively 
[59] Tuberculosis Ensemble 

Technique 

Unstructured 

(Image) 

788 accuracy of 89.77%, sensitivity of 90.91% and 

specificity of 88.64%. 

[60] COVID-19 KNN Unstructured 
(Image) 

746 For the combination of Haralick and local binary 
pattern feature extraction, Accuracy of 93.30% 

and For the combination of Haralick, histogram, 

and local binary pattern the best area under the 
curve (AUC) = 0.948. Proposed models 

outperform CNN by a 4.3% margin. 

[61] COVID-19 Transfer learning 
approach with 

CNN models 

(inception-V3, the 
Xception, and the 

MobileNet)" 

Unstructured 
(Image) 

7,800 F1-score is 100% in the first task and 97.66 in 
the second task 
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